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Abstract

This research article aims to present the preliminary findings of the
research on the symbol of Phra Suphankalaya and localism in Phitsanulok Province.
It was a qualitative research wusing the study of documents, participatory
observation, and related research, including news that appeared on online media.
The research results found that Phra Suphankalaya was a royal woman of the
Ayutthaya Royal court which had a social and historical development from a
heroine who sacrificed herself for the country. Initially, she was not created by the
state, but by ordinary people who told stories and created issues that became a
trend until they were continuously reproduced and became a phenomenon in Thai
society since 1997 until the present. Phra Suphankalaya was a woman who was
respected and believed in for her sacrifice, to the point that she became a sacred
object of Phitsanulok, in addition to her younger brother, King Naresuan the Great,
who was honored as the heroic king who restored the independence of the Thai
nation during the Ayutthaya period. The symbol of Phra Suphankalaya was clearly
visible in the form of religious images, places, offerings, rituals, chants, and songs,
located in government offices, temples, companies, shops, and houses of the
people. It was a symbol of success and faith in Phra Suphankalaya, which has

become a way of life for the local people of Phitsanulok Province.

Keywords: Symbol, Phra Suphan Kanlaya, Localism
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