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Abstract

The objectives of this research article were 1) to study the status of public
welfare work using herbal medicines of Thai monks; 2) to develop public welfare
work using herbal medicines of Thai monks; and 3) to present the development of
public welfare work using herbal medicines of Thai monks. This was a qualitative
research, field research. The key informants used in the research were in-depth
interviews, totaling 19 people, and focus group discussions, totaling 9 persons. The
statistics used for data analysis were descriptive content analysis. The research results
found that 1) public welfare work in Buddhism had many stories related to welfare
and community development, both in the form of stories, teachings, and records of
events that occurred. These stories showed that Buddhism supported the
involvement and roles of monks in society and honors actions that were for the
benefit of the public; 2) the public welfare work of the Thai Sangha was the provision
of various forms of welfare to the people who supported the temple, the temple’s
donors and female donors, or the general public. The temple was a part of society.
The temple depended on the house and the house depended on the temple. The
temple was the center of society. The monks were the people’s spiritual refuge.
When the people were in trouble with something, it was the temple’s duty to provide
assistance; and 3) the development of public welfare work using herbal medicines

by Thai monks in terms of the treating physician, the physician must have a good
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knowledge of medicines and be able to use the medicines correctly, appropriately,
and in the right way for the patient. In terms of the mind, the principles of Vipassana
must be applied to the patient to elevate the mind to wisdom and peace. In the
aspect of the place, the nurse’s room must be arranged and the waste treatment
system in the temple must be systematic to prevent pollution and provide

convenience to the patients.

Keywords: Development, Public Welfare Work, Herbal Medicine, Thai Monks
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