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Abstract

The purpose of this research article was to explore the changing Chinese
identity in Thai society: a case study of Thai teachers in Thammasat Secondary
School. The research method was a survey of 61 Thai teachers in the school. The
research instrument was a questionnaire. The data were analyzed using means,
standard deviations, and data from both informal and in-depth interviews. The
research results were presented in a descriptive manner. The research results found
that from the 5 aspects of Chinese identity, Thai teachers with and without Chinese
descent viewed the identity of life practices (X = 3.67, S.D. = 1.08) as still very
important because it clearly reflected Chinese morality. The aspects of preserving
Chinese traditions and culture (X = 3.39, S.D. = 1.29), life rituals (X = 3.14, S.D. = 1.30),
and family relationships and awareness (X = 3.00, S.D. = 1.34) were moderately
important, but outstanding in terms of filial piety. The aspect of values inherited
from ancestors (X = 2.71, S.D. = 1.26), despite being moderately important, had a
lower average value than all aspects because they faced the most negotiations from
social issues and changing mindsets of people of different generations. Factors that
caused all identities to change from tradition were obstacles to inheritance, social
phenomena, modern education, economic conditions, gender equality, gender

diversity, exposure to other foreign cultures, especially cultural assimilation.

Keywords: Chinese Thais, Thai Teachers, Thammasat Secondary School, Identity
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