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Abstract

This academic article aimed to study the role of vocational education in
the development of Thailand by analyzing its consistency with the 20-year National
Strategy (2018-2037), the 13 National Economic and Social Development Plan (2023-
2027), and the policies of the Ministry of Education and the Office of the Vocational
Education Commission. The results of the study found that vocational education
played an important role in producing and developing skilled and highly competent
human resources to meet the demands of the labor market and national
development, which was consistent with the direction of national development that
focused on developing human potential and restructuring production towards an
innovation-based economy. The dual vocational education system was an important
mechanism for producing quality human resources, which was consistent with the
policy that aimed to improve the quality of vocational education and increase access
to vocational learning opportunities. This article proposed guidelines for developing
vocational education, including: providing education in a variety of formats with an
emphasis on the dual system, developing curricula and teaching processes that
emphasized competence and cooperation with workplaces, expanding educational
opportunities for students to choose to study according to their potential, upgrading
quality to be in line with international standards, developing the potential of teachers
and personnel, and using digital learning innovations to enhance the new image of
vocational education and improve the quality of education. They were important

forces in national development.
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