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Abstract

This academic article aimed to present the concept of enhancing
vocational skills to be innovators in opportunity expansion schools, which were
crucial for preparing students to cope with rapid technological and economic change.
This article explored approaches and strategies for developing essential skills for
being innovators, such as design thinking, experiential learning, critical thinking, and
collaboration. Project-based learning techniques were also proposed as effective
methods for enhancing students' vocational skills. Developing learning environments
that encouraged experimentation and innovation, support from teachers and
appropriate resources, and fostering collaboration between schools and industry
can address various barriers to vocational skills development, creating competent
students ready to face the challenges of the 21 century. This study aimed to
develop educational policies that aligned with future skill needs and contributed to

the sustainability of national development.

Keywords: vocational skills, opportunity expansion schools, innovators
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