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Abstract

The objectives of this research article were 1) to study the problems and laws
regarding elderly welfare in Thailand; 2) to compare international welfare laws with
those in Thailand; and 3) to propose guidelines for the development of elderly
welfare laws in Thailand. This was the qualitative research, conducted by
14 informants working in social welfare for the elderly from the Ministry of Social
Development and Human Security, local administrative organizations, the
Department of Rights and Liberties Protection, the National Economic and Social
Development Council, social workers, academics, civil society or independent
organizations. The research findings revealed that 1) the Elderly Act of 2003
(B.E. 2546) faced legal and practical challenges. The law served a public interest
purpose in line with the government's duty to provide public services to the public.
However, it did not specifically protect the elderly. Therefore, there were no
enforcement measures. Violations of the terms and conditions were not subject to
criminal penalties; 2) in other countries, if unfair treatment of the elderly was
committed, legal measures were available to punish and fine, which were
administrative measures; 3) the approach to develop social welfare for the elderly
involved amending the law to include penalties, such as fines and detention.
Furthermore, coordination with relevant agencies was essential to ensure consistent

implementation.
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