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Abstract

The purpose of this research article was to study the potential of cross-
border community in managing tourism of Hat Lek Subdistrict, Khlong Yai District,
Trat Province. This was a participatory action research and qualitative research. Data
was collected through in-depth interviews, focus group discussions, participatory
observation, and community forums with relevant communities and agencies on the
Thai-Cambodian border. Participants included government officials, representatives
from Cambodian security agencies, municipal council members, representatives from
community enterprises, and Thai and foreign tourists. In addition, non-participatory
observation was used to verify data and explore tourism potential in the area.
The research findings revealed that border communities possessed various
community capitals that contributed to sustainable tourism development, including
social capital, cultural capital, symbolic capital, and economic capital. Furthermore,
community participation in planning and implementing tourism activities was a key
factor leading to the success of community-based tourism management in the two-
country border region. The research results led to the development of a tourism plan
linking Thailand and Cambodia under the theme "Reliving the Past, Blending Two
Lands," and the signing of a memorandum of understanding between Thai and
Cambodian local administrators to promote cross-border tourism in a concrete

manner.
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