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Abstract

Religious institutions are social institutions, which have defined what the people
involved are. Thai language defines the term “Satsana” to be used as a substitute for “Religion”
to cover all three main issues together, namely, paramattha or philosophy, morality and ritual.

The principles of Buddhism can cover all three issues, and Buddhism is “Religion” by offering the
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middle path (Majjhimapatipada), namely the Eightfold Path, which is a link between the individual

and the Summum Bonum, including Nibbana. Religion has three main elements : the Founder,

the Doctrine, and the Disciples, by performing duties for the spiritual development of humanity

as important. Religions perform their duties in religious relationship for the benefit of the society

as a whole.
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