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Abstract

This dissertation concentrated in 3 main objectives that are 1) to study the
background and characteristic of Pali manuscripts inscribed in Singhalese, Burmese,
Dhamma- Lanna, and Khom 2) to study the characters of inscribed letters on Pali
manuscripts using Singhalese, Burmese, Dhamma-Lanna, and Khom 3) to present the pairs
of similar characters of the inscribed letters which resolving confusion of transliteration on
Pali manuscripts using Singhalese, Burmese, Dhamma-Lanna, and Khom. This research
applied a qualitative research methodology by collecting primary data from Pali Tipitaka,
Suttantapitaka Dighanikaya, Silakhandhavagga, in 4 languages, including 16 manuscripts
inscribed during 200-400 years.

The research result found that:

1) The Pali manuscripts inscribed in different languages have variations of
background based on events and regions in those based countries. Each different
manuscript had been inscribed for reviving, nurturing, propagating and keeping the
teachings of Buddhism. The physical appearance of each manuscript is also specifically
different such as the cloth wrapping styles, the art on wooden covers, the size of pages,
the number of inscribed lines, the number of pages, and the symbols, and etc.

2. The inscribed letters contained 8 vowels identifying in 2 characters, independent
vowel and dependent vowel. The 4 inscribed languages presented only one form of
independent vowel which showed in the fixed form but the dependent vowels showed
variant written forms based on the end of the line that the consonants connected with.
The consonants contained 41 letters identifying in two characters: independent consonant
and final consonant. Some independent consonants were changed the form when mixed
with some vowels in order to avoid the similarity with the other letters. The ways of
inscribing dependent consonants in Burmese, Dhamma-Lanna, and Khom manuscripts
were in the same form using subscript consonants. Khom manuscripts used independent
consonant as subscript consonants in vary characters such as inscribing without its hair,

inscribing using semi-line of independent consonants, or changing the form of independent
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consonant while Singhalese manuscripts inscribed dependent consonants connected to
independent consonants without using any subscript consonants.

3) There are 91 pairs of the similar characters of the inscribed letters which causes
confusion in transliteration of Pali manuscripts using Singhalese, Burmese, Dhamma-Lanna,
and Khom, as well as the confusion from the 6 pairs of inscribed letters presented in the
same characters. Burmese manuscripts have the most same characters of 6 pairs. The
research results have pointed out the main understanding knowledge that transliteration
of Pali manuscripts would be necessary to use Pali manuscripts in more than 2 languages
in order to solve the confusion with the forms of pair letters and it is also the better way

to make the right decision to choose the most correct words.
Keywords : Analysis, Value and Identity, Inscribed letters, Pali manuscripts
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