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Abstract

This academic article aims to analyze the relationship between decentralization
and local development and to assess the effectiveness of local government in Thailand.
The study found that despite Thailand's efforts to decentralize for over two decades, true
decentralization remains limited, particularly in the dimensions of fiscal authority and
policy decision-making power. Structural problems, including the overlap of powers
between central, regional, and local governments, as well as financial and personnel
issues, directly impact the efficiency of local administration and the quality of public
services. Serious structural reforms, amendments to laws to guarantee fiscal
independence, and the promotion of good governance and public participation are crucial
for sustainable local development. Decentralization, a reform of the public administration
system, aims to transfer powers, responsibilities, and resources from the central
government to local governments to better align public administration with the context
and needs of the local population. In Thailand, decentralization has been actively
promoted. Regarding the efficiency of local government organizations, those with strong
budgetary and personnel capabilities tend to develop higher quality public services, while
many smaller Thai local governments suffer from resource shortages, leading to disparities
between localities. While local elections and community mechanisms have opened up
more opportunities for public participation, in practice, participation remains limited to a
"listening to opinions" level. Finally, the study examines the effectiveness of good
governance, including local political issues, patronage systems, and transparency in
budget spending. This remains an obstacle to the efficient management of many local
government organizations.

Keywords: Decentralization, local development, local government, efficiency
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Figure 1: Decentralization and Local Development: Analysis of the Effectiveness of Thai
Local Governance Source: Created by the author using artificial intelligence software

(2026)
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