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® Abstract

This article aims to review academic documents- together with
the results of community research projects-concerning the situation of
the Thai elderly. The transition status from a previously held position as
a driver of the economy, society and culture into a reduced state of
entirely social dependence. There seems to be an inclusive misperception
in society or misunderstanding towards their self-recognition and social
identity at present. The study reveals that such phenomena has occurred,
not only in Thailand, but appears to be the situation that many countries
are facing with their aging societies. Moreover, the combination of
declining birth rates, technological and medical advances for longevity
have inevitably impacted toward the development and survival of
population in each country.

However, the elderly still carry out social activities that can be
seen in the form of elderly clubs, volunteer or community representation
in community and religious activities. This cultural operation has become a
social area that still allows seniors to show their knowledge and expertise,
as well as uniting various generations, together. When looking through the
“Tung” the symbols of Lanna wisdom art. We find the actual way of the
elderly’s life and social space that tie-up people with different age groups in
various interesting ways. This may also be the area for us to comprehend
the elderly better than the negative prevailing perception; We can make a
transition from a description such as, “dependent” or “burden” to a positive

word such as, “worth”.
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