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® Abstract

A Surname or family name is one type of an inheritance that everyone
has inherited from ancestors. The use of surname arouses self-conscious-
ness toward family’s root and ethnical information. The concept of ‘surname’
relatively reflects of individual’s background, occupation, residence, and any
other significant matters related to the family’s members.

During the past decade, Thai people often change their name and
surname to improve the fortunes. The diversity of surname is done mostly
for the psychological reasons of convenience, melodiousness, and getting
rid of bad luck.

From the study of ‘the surname change of local people of Chom Thong,
Chiang Mai’ found that the traditional surname is commonly a mixture part of
the grandparents’ name based on occupation, title, and area of residence. In
the certain time, the custom of choosing the surname to a new-born child
is reversed from local or Lanna words to extravagant, beautiful and good
meaning words which Pali and Sanskit have linguistically long coexisted.
However, the unfamiliar Pali and Sanskit words have more complicated in
meaning and hard to understand. People who do not know those languages
might not understand the word. As a result, the new surname will lack the
sense of Lanna—-ness or do not derived from parts of family anymore. The
ignorance of Lanna or local words and the increasing use of standard Thai
language with Pali and Sanskit words in surname might be described as the
tendency of the local language to disappear.

The researcher assumes that the dialect ignorance will be decreased,
if those who know the language naming people with more Lanna surname.
On the contrary, the less use of traditional Lanna surname will affect on their
own heritage language, eventually resulting in the gradually loss of dialect

identity.
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