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Abstract

Rup Taem or mural painting of Wat Ta Mon, Muang Ta is a Lanna art painting which unique
to Nan craftsmen group and resemble to the mural of Wat Phumin and Wat Nong Bua in Nan,
both in color and the pose of people. However, the mural painting in Wat Ta Mon has some
special characteristics, such as drawing on the teak panels and the women wear a local Sinh Tin
Chok (a traditional tubular wrap skirt with special Muang Ta and Muang Long Chok weaving
technique). Mhong Phil, a Burmese in Chiang Tung who came to do a forestry in Ta town, is a
chief painter along with the Tai Khoen craftsmen from Chiang Tung and other helpers from Thid
Buaphan’s group from Nan came to join the painting as well. This painting coincides with the
construction of a Burmese motive art temple in 1897s. The hand-mural paintings illustrated on
all the four sides of the wooden wall were depicted with the allegory outside the Nibata from 2
stories of Lanna Panya Jataka scripture, namely Chao Rattana Seangmuang and Chao Kam Ka
Dam. Later, the Burmese art temple was dilapidated and the wooden panels were temporarily
dismantled and placed inside the temple pavilions. Until 1989, the Ta Mon mural paintings were
preserved and displayed in the Hor Kam Noi, Mae Fah Luang Art and Cultural Park, Chiang Rai
province and in 2020, Phrae Cultural Office has built the replica of Burmese art Viharn and

duplicated the painting of Wat Tamon to exhibit inside the Viharn for public viewing.

Key Words: Wall painting, Lanna Art, Burmese temple, Nakhon Lampang
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