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Abstract

The objectives of this qualitative research were (1) to study the social and cultural changes
of Muang Sam Tai community, Baan thi district, Lamphun. (2) to compare the differences of ethnic
identity in Muang Sam Tai community, Baan Thi district, Lamphun. The sample group in this
research was 15 Tai Lue, Tai Yong, Tai Yuan ethnic groups. 15 representatives of the villagers from
the three ethnic groups as follows: 5 Tai Lue, 5 Tai Yong, ands 5 Tai Yuan. The tool for this
research was an in-depth interview by using descriptive and narrative analysis method on the
aspects related to the study. The result showed that the identity of Sam Tai community, Baan
Thi district, Lamphun have different identities in terms of language. They speak differently but the
meaning is the same. Lanna script is regard as their written language. The dress is the same
weaving but the color pattern of the clothes is different. Their Socio-cultural traditions are unique
in each aspect. Each Tai has distinctive identity, but there are still some similarities. Additionally,
the research also found the changes in clothing, language and socio-culture of the community.
In Sam Tai community, the central Thai language is starting to be more spoken and some still
maintain their dialect used. The dress form the past in plain basic color begins to have more
color. More jewelry is used in decoration than the traditional design. Therefore the comparison
in each aspects from the past to present circumstances could revealed us with some obvious

modification in ethnic identity details.

Key words: Tai Yong Tai Lue Tai Yuan Identity Muang Sam Tai
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