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Saba Yoi Phra Bodh: The Buddhist Art on Canvas

from the Southern Border Provinces
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Abstract

The study of the Phra Bodh (a piece of cloth with an image of Budha) from Khuha temple,
Saba Yoi district, Songkhla province is a result from local archaeology work and the remarkable
artifacts collection in the lower southern border provinces. This is the main mission of the Songkhla
National Museum, the 11" Office of Fine Arts, Songkhla which has a crucial role in protecting

the Intangible Culture in the lower southern region.

The result from the study revealed that the pattern of creating Phra Bodh at Khuha temple
can be divided into 2 types and 2 periods; the first type, the painting of the Buddha Image on a silk
background from the royal craftsmanship of the late Ayutthaya to the early Rattanakosin period which
is more ancient and aimed of being a Buddhist worship. The second type, the polychromatic practice
painted on the thick unbleached cloth with multicolor techniques. In addition, the inscription was
written to state the goal in creating the image, including the name of funds’ donor. The evidence
emerged during the Rattanakosin period around the end of the 24" to the beginning of 25" Buddhist
century during the reign of King Nang Klao Chao Yu Hua to the reign of King Rama VL.
The contemporary writing style and its current usage reflect the creation of modern art works which
does not appear to be very common for painting former Buddha and the image of the Buddha'’s foot
prints on canvas. The current usage information obtained from the interview showed that Phra Bodh
is used in the tradition of ‘free days’ during the Songkran festival of the community people which
different from other regions in the countries that use Phra Bodh images in the tradition of Mahajati
preaching, Phra Malai chanting or in the merit-making ceremony in the end of Buddhist Lent Day.
Even in the south commonly used Phra Bodh in the cloth parade tradition. There is a tradition of cloth
parade to the city of Nakhon Si Thammarat as a model. The unique usage of this community
demonstrates the artistic and ceremonial values for social services which different from other

communities. Therefore, it has historical, cultural, and traditional values that deserve preservation.

Key words: Phra Bodh former Buddha the Buddha’s foot prints Solasamahacetiyas
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