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ABSTRACT

This academic article explores the transformations in the way of life of the Tai Ahom
ethnic group in Assam, India, with particular attention on the processes of preserving and
revitalizing cultural identity within the context of globalization. The study highlights the ethnic
roots of the Tai Ahom, who trace their lineage to Tai peoples that migrated from southern China
to the Brahmaputra River basin. Although they have long been under the influence of Indian
culture and the Assamese language for several centuries, the Tai Ahom have chosen to preserve
their original identity through rituals, cultural practices, and language that remains closely
connected to other Tai groups in Southeast Asia, particularly in Thailand.

A significant shift in perspective has emerged. Whereas the Tai in India were once regarded
as a community assimilated into Indian society, they are now seen as a group actively reclaiming
and asserting their identity. This is expressed through the establishment of cultural organizations,
the revitalization of traditional practices, and socio-political movements that reflect a growing
awareness of their ancestral heritage. These efforts are not only a means of safeguarding cultural
memory but also a strategic approach to maintaining their existence and negotiating identity as a
minority within the Indian nation-state.

The case of the Tai Ahom thus serves as a important example of the potential of local
wisdom and cultural identity in balancing preservation with adaptation. It underscores the
importance of transmitting traditional culture for social stability, and cultural diversity in the

modern world.

KEYWORDS: Identity, Ethnicity Tai Ahom, The State of Assam
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