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A Past has never changed but memory has never let it go: An
Exploratory theme and stylistic of memory and trauma narration in

K-Series “Hotel Del Luna”

Nareema Sangwiman’
Kanyarat Jatasem”

Tanyanan Rattanaketkaew

Abstract

This article aims to study memory and trauma and processes of
traumatic narrative in the K-series “Hotel Del Luna”. This series presents the
story of a spirit in its afterlife. It uses fantasy narratives to present critical themes
in the story: abandonment, healing of the wounds of pain. and transcending the
past to realize the value of life. The series also presents interesting symbols and
beliefs, such as the bridge, Moon ftree, the story of myths, deities, beliefs,
afterlife, the belief in ghost marriage for criticizing the contradictions between
modern and traditional beliefs related to Confucian ideals. The highlight of this

series was to reveal the significant finding that the past was not the present that

" Lecturer, faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences of Nakhon Pathom Rajabhat
University e-mail: snareema@hotmail.com

" Undergraduate student, faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences of Nakhon
Pathom Rajabhat University e-mail: Kanyarat.santal693@gmail.com

™ Undergraduate student, faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences of Nakhon

Pathom Rajabhat University e-mail: tanyanan.air@gmail.com

44 Korean Language and Cultural Studies Journal Vol. 3 No. 1 (January-December 2021)


mailto:snareema@hotmail.com

separated timeline clearly; division of life and death; and the use of a tragic

ending scene which gives the audience an idea of life in today's society.

Keywords: Memory; trauma; traumatic narrative; K-Series
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However, Confucian culture finds sustainment not
only within private kinship structures, affective networks, or
as an aspect of regionalism. In the recent years, Taiwan,

mainland China, and South Korea have been producing
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various televised series and movies concerning the
national traditions and history; Confucian communication
and moral tenets are often emphasized within such media,
which in turn is an easily accessible and direct method of
contact with the ancient doctrine, especially to younger
generations, who in their intellectual pursuits usually focus
on subjects and skills required for their career, most
importantly natural sciences.
(Sleziak, T., 2014, p. 225)
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" “The reason it hurts so much to separate is because our souls are connected.” (Sparks, N.
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