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Republic of Korea’s Digital Media Participatory Cultural
Public Diplomacy Policy

Jirasin Thinbang’

Kirtsiri Suthanya™

Abstract

This study mainly investigates the role of the Korean government in
promoting participatory public diplomacy policies. According to recent research,
Korean government agencies have implemented specific public diplomacy policies
to promote K-content by enabling the public to participate. Major agencies of the
Korean government that pursue a ‘citizen diplomacy’ policy through a foreign-
participatory cultural public diplomacy policy using digital media include the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism. As a
result of analyzing research results based on The Three Layers of Public
Diplomacy framework, according to Cowan and Arsenault (2008), Korea's public
diplomacy is characterized by a collaboration layer, which is evaluated as the most
effective method. Because it is a bilateral communication, it means that people
from different cultures are connected through mutual exchange, focusing on

relationships with foreigners. Therefore, various activities under Korea's inclusive
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Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University. e-mail: th.jirasin@gmail.com

" Ph.D. Student, Department of Korean Studies, Graduate School of International
Studies, Ewha Womans University. e-mail: krunggkringg@gmail.com
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public diplomacy policy are expected to play an important role in developing and

spreading Korean culture through public-private cooperation.

Keywords: Public Diplomacy, Public Diplomacy Policy, Cultural Diplomacy,

Republic of Korea
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