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Polyphony in Korean Multicultural Literature

: A Case Study of Jeong-In’s “Time with Others”

Siwat Surakitbovorn’

Abstract

This research aims to analyze the polyphony found in contemporary
Korean multicultural literature, specifically focusing on the short story Time with
Others by South Korean female writer Jeong In. This story is part of a collection
titted The Place Where That Woman Lives, published in 2009. The narrative
explores the life of a Vietnamese woman who marries and migrates to South
Korea, facing communication barriers within her new family. Using Mikhail
Bakhtin’s theory of polyphony, this study examines how the story portrays
overlapping and diverse voices through its characters. The protagonist
demonstrates conflicting perspectives, both asserting her own beliefs and listening
to the experiences of others. This reflects the cultural diversity and persistent

issues of acceptance in contemporary South Korean society.

Keywords: Korean Literature; Multiculture; Polyphony

" Assistant Professor in Korean Section, Department of Eastern Languages, Faculty
of Humanities, Naresuan University e-mail: siwats@nu.ac.th
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