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An analysis of relationship between pre-university Korean
language learning and academic performance in university:

focusing on Burapha University, Thailand

Kitae Kim’

Uraiwan jitpenthom Kim™

Abstracts

This study examines relationship between prior Korean language learning

before university admission and academic performance (GPA) after admission. Data
on prior learning and academic performance were collected from 47 freshmen who
enrolled at Burapha University in 2024. The average GPA after admission was
obtained from the Burapha University Academic Affairs website.
According to findings, freshmen who entered Burapha University in 2024 had
studied Korean for about 3-4 years before entering university. Their Korean
proficiency ranged from Level 2 in TOPIK (Test of Proficiency in Korean) to scores
between 40 and 70 in the A-level Korean exam.

Analysis of relationship between prior learning and GPA shows that
students who studied Korean at Thai middle and high schools received more stable
GPAs compared to those who studied Korean through self-learning. In contrast,

GPAs of self-taught students varied widely, ranging from 2.00 to 4.00.

" Lecturer, Korean Section, Department of Oriental Language, Faculty of Humanities
and Social Science, Burapha University. email: kim@buu.ac.th

** Assistant Professor, Korean Section, Department of Oriental Language, Faculty of
Humanities and Social Science, Burapha University. email: uraiwan@go.buu.ac.th
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Students who scored Level 1 on the TOPIK generally received GPAs between 3.00
and 3.49, while those who scored Level 2 mostly had GPAs between 3.50 and 3.99.
Students who scored in the 40s on the A-level Korean exam generally had GPAs
between 2.00 and 3.50, while those who scored 60-70 points received GPAs of
3.50 or higher.

Among the second-year students, the one with the lowest average GPA
(GPAX) had studied Korean through self-learning for about one year and had scored
in the 40s on the A-level exam. On the other hand, students with a GPA of 4.0 had

studied Korean for more than four years before entering university.

Keywords: Thai university, Korean language education, prior learning, academic

credit, Burapha University
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XF gk o] o} 51?1 =3} Oq-?% whe 2= il

F-2}vlefstal ShAl AR ’\]/\‘“(Offlce of the Registrar: https://reg.buu.ac.th/registrar/home.asp).
VAR HEy A 2 ol wel 54 /jAS Lol 5= QxS At WA =P E AR AE
(https://www.law.go.kr/%EB%B2%95%EB%A0%B9/%EA%B0%9ICHEC%ID%BE%EC%A0%9I5%EB%B
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29 3.50 gkl 4 2 50 =5
1523/586 | 1(1)/2(5)/3(13).4(10) | 1(2)/2(17) | 8(59.0)

w1790t ‘A-level’ dHo] Al SAIAE 23R, 408 1
i, 607t 117, 703 ) 1] Uth.
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18W AL o] Aol 1598 BgSol = ot Hat S 3.752 Vel
ohowbd 280 AL o] T AIY 257 A-level 76RO R ¥ H4E wgto
uoish s34t 2 3.599] 13t

Wohtr ARk AT F AQH wolu} 54 B 5 ohe 2.9l ofs) o A o
F& WAL & 5 Ak F, AT B WAL ek, He 4o o Fo o)
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