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Abstract

Economic integration through the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) established a

new level of supranational organization among ASEAN member states, thereby requiring

them to conform to certain rules and requirements. As a mark of its willingness to

liberalize, Thailand secured membership to the AEC by taking on a package of trade

obligations. This paper considers the implementation of laws and regulations in Thailand

with reference to AEC’s obligations, and the consistency of its statutory framework with

the ASEAN requirements. The main objective of this paper is to analyze Thailand’s

implementation of its AEC trade obligations and to discover what benefits Thailand may

accrue as a result of implementing those obligations. It is concluded with some

recommendations for further developments of the Thai statutory system as to ensure

that Thailand can comply fully with its obligations under the AEC

Keywords: ASEAN Community, ASEAN Economic Community, Economic Integration,

Legal Harmonization
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2 Charter of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, opened for signature 20 November 2007 (entered into

force 15 December 2008).
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° 1051 178 S5Tsuugwienve1adnsing w.e. 2560.
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® ASEAN Trade in Goods Agreement, signed at Cha-am, Thailand (26 February 2009).

’ ASEAN Framework Agreement on Services, signed at Bangkok (15 December 1995).

' ASEAN Comprehensive Investment Agreement, signed in Manila, the Philippines (23 August 2007).

" ASEAN Framework Agreement on Intellectual Property Cooperation, signed in Thailand (15 December 1995).
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