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Abstract

Liberalization of trade in services is one of the primary objectives of ASEAN Economic

integration, as suggested by the United Nations group of experts. The ASEAN Framework

Agreement on Services (AFAS) sets out the minimum substantive standards, covering all

categories of service activities, mandating all ASEAN member states to comply with its

agreement. Thailand, as one of ASEAN member states, is bound by its obligations under

AFAS to liberalize its service sectors. The overall objective of this article is to examine

Thailand’s obligations under AFAS, as well as the related legal regime. The study aims to

offer policy recommendations for further improvements in Thailand’s legal framework,

thereby fulfilling its commitments under the ASEAN Economic Community.

Keywords: ASEAN Community; ASEAN Economic Community; Trade in services;

Law reform
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opened for signature 15 April 1994, 1869 UNTS 183 (entered into force 1 January 1995) annex 1B (‘GATS’).

ﬂ’]TUﬁﬂ’]iVH] amﬁmﬂumm%mwm A1FUTNITANSITUY ‘Vﬁ’eJ‘UiﬂWiﬁ?ﬁ’]ﬁmﬂiﬂﬂ%uwu5’lumﬂﬂ5%"1]\‘111]LLﬁ’N‘W]ﬂ'ﬂﬁ

Wi@ﬂﬁuiilﬁlﬁﬂuﬂ’lx‘mﬂiﬂ’]%ﬁaLWE]LL‘U\T“UUﬂULE]ﬂ“Uu

1N3AN - LW 2559 51



nslaainiruinisvedlve: deegron1suiulsingunenunseuauanase@euiinesiun1suing

gsnanIauInIsegenieudseanilu 12 a1wmdn
N39U1INN11 160 @a1U1808° karSFau1TnIzAng
mnuanguuiekasdavirulidenndssiunsouy
ooy (AFAS) fiftwuadsiu unanuiiAnunseu
Wusnsalveslnentgldnseuninunnateodeu
TuFeansidaainisuinig (AFAS) wariinsie
szuungranevesineifetesiunisidaiaissia
ANAUINIT AaBRIULAUBLUTLLINIIUNTUSUUSS
wilungunewiielaenndastunissusafuusy

UszanauoTouveding wieu o Audn 9 Useina

'
Y

Miinee ey

2. vann1snugrunela
N59U AFAS ¥2901\98u

21 wannastitdanyjua (Non-
Discrimination)

vanMUG TR ATlFFunTeyAT Tl
(Most-Favoured Nations: MFN) 1{undnn1sild
JaAuAunIsuUINIg LdnuaiskazeInUIEnaukuy
WefuUsziAunsaamu’ usuiuldiuiFeseanis
MiAgafunsuing lnenseuniinivesendou
(AFAS) TR UNTyelAnnsn Il vag GATS uusuld
AUNTUINITVBIUTIANSFANITN 1951 11 W89 GATS

Uryesin

[l
Jeyeyuy, 2557) 47.

6
Msa1saaUunsEUnNgn, 145-162.

" Ibid, art. | (c).

® Ibid, art. II.1
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° Ibid, art. II.2.

' Protocol to Implement Package of Commitments under the ASEAN Framework Agreement on Services,
available at <http://www.asean.org/commitments/asean-economic-community/category/agreements-
declarations-12>.

"' AFAS, above n 1, art. IV.
" Ibid, art. IV.
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g Protocol to Implement Package of Commitments under the ASEAN Framework Agreement on Services.
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