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The Roles of Thai Politicians in a Thai Football Club:

Business or Politics

Y1AU dUNAY**

a/ 1
UNAnNga
Hagtudidnnmsidisauazinsegilaandunumleeasdualuasinuea
Ingdudiuauuin ndeyavesuien Inewdidesdnnuinluggnia 2554-

2557 Fuluggnaiegluveuwanisdnwvesiileu Jaluasiaveaiidisu
wisdulnensidesan Medu 1wy 26 aluas lneflaluasnaveaniiniiy

Aerdeddasasetuinnisidiewazinegrdtnaisdesdiuau 12 aluas
Anidufesay 46.15 vesaluasiiomn ulvananieussiagaivinliinmaios
wiazauaularnsnveassazuanseiuld uwilladedialaseadsiiduddey
Adamsliinnisdesamnsadugiuiialuasnueald fafuunaud
JeoSunsieuiunmaasugiauazniaiesfitiedenisuansunuimaes
unnmsdledualuasiavealne

nnmsAnwnuifeulviuasegiakaznisidesiidalenauas fagels
wnmsidlodlneaularsnisvavealnedl 5 Uszhu loun (1) Msswdnymuea
91TwsznIslnedn (Thai League) AulUsiulvadn (Provincial League)
st Dulnsuaudniidfiesdn (Thailand Premiere League) Sedna
’LﬁmsLL%J'wTuvglmuaam%wiﬁ%’ummau’tamﬂLLWuuaamﬂ‘?Tu (2) NM3nIzany
g1u19n1elasgs Uy 2540 LLazwszmﬁ’mm‘fﬁﬁmumLquLLaz%umau
M3 INTuAasAnsUnAsesaILviBaiy .A.2542 danalinisudedu

* ynanuiludimilveineninusUgygrumdadio Bosunumvesaluasvays
L09% (Chonburi Football Club) lun1sshwuavasiegiudsamnanisiiiesvengu
“1315nays” aINsunATes ASEAERS W Inendessaumans

= gnAinwszautudiafinw aagssrans uninedesssuenans

1N3AN - LW 2559 133



Reulumaasvgiawaznisidissfidelidnnslesdundunumlualuasiavealne

Tumsidendasziuiesdudamududuuarlfsumuaulanndnniniesnniu fuilfesdns
Unasesduviosdiufimsanihfidunsduaiufmuas msguasunuividaduninensiiddaes
wWaueae @ (3) mududaturesnsidendeiiintundimungalszunsulaenislu nande
nadensnasifudesmmdnlunisdigiumismeniadios dnnisiesisfediauddyi
nsaduazinmgudsanniy shlvaluasinuoagnueslugustemnamidunsaiiuarinwm
Frudenng (4) anuliAua1ven1sanulun1egsia waranuzaulmusaudumineInsves
tihnsidles Fedwalviinmsidesannsoatuayualuasimuoaldazmnninunguduluviosiu

Aadgy: Ivdunisdles, nensdlesan, nsllowieadu

Abstract

Nowadays there are several politicians and their relatives taking part in Thai football
clubs. From 2011-2014, 12 out of 26 clubs in the Thai Premier League were owned or
sponsored by politicians. This study tries to explain the increasing roles of Thai politicians
in football clubs by focusing on economic structure and political context. The study
revealed that there are five crucial conditions that enable and attract politicians to invest
in football clubs.

(1) The unification of Thai League (a league for clubs located in Bangkok) and Provincial
League (a league for provincial clubs) into a single league as Thailand Premiere League
caused Thai professional football competition to become more popular.

(2) The decentralization under the 1997 Constitution made local politics more
important and allowed local authorities to take responsibility for promoting local sport and
managing sport stadiums.

(3) The institutionalization of elections in Thai politics after the so-called semi-
democracy era made election the only legitimate path to political office. It drove
politicians to pay closer attention to their voters. Thus, the popularity of football is seen as
one powerful means to building and maintaining the relationship between politicians and
voters.

(4) Currently, football clubs in Thailand are not economically profitable businesses. As a
result, club ownership is not attractive to ordinary businessmen, but it is to politicians.
Politicians have an advantaged economic status, compared with others within their

localities, so they are able to sponsor and get non-economic benefits from a football club.

Keywords: sport and politics, Thai Premier League, local politics
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