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King Bhumibol is the Great Development King
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Abstract

His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej, the great development King, has provided both

theoretical and practical models relating to Community Development Science in

Thailand. His Royal Initiative on Sufficiency Economy is accepted as a universal

Community Development Theory based on its principles of multiplicity, co-existing and

interdependency, think-do, simple, holistic, integration, timely, inspiration and universal

free of political ideology that focuses on the participant development towards the

absolute happiness of the people of Thailand. Keywords for the success of Sufficiency

Economy Development Theory are self-reliance, moderation, resilience, inner dynamic,

perseverance and knowledge. This theory is an approach to life and conduct which can

be applicable to every level from individual through family, community and nation to the

management of the world. It is adopted by the United Nations for application in the

countries that confronting to de-communitization problems.
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As the world’s ‘Development King’, His
Majesty reached out to the poorest and the
most vulnerable people of Thailand, listened
to their problems, and empowered them to
take their lives into their own hands. The King’s
“’visionary thinking’’ helped shape global

development dialogue, he added.

His Majesty’s ‘sufficiency economy’
philosophy emphasising moderation,
responsible consumption and resilience to
external shocks is of great relevance to
communities everywhere during these times of
rapid globalisation. ‘The philosophy’s ‘middle
path’ approach strongly reinforces the United
Nations’ own advocacy of a people-centred

and sustainable path toward human development.
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