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The Change of Citizen Journalists that Relates to Democracy,

Northern Thailand Case Study.
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Abstract

This article aims to study the change of “citizen journalists” in Northern Thailand and
how this related to the dynamic change of democracy, especially after the 2006 Coup
d’état. This phenomenon has greatly affected Thai society. Both coup opponents and s
upporters wanted to respond to the situation, which gave rise to new media. This case
focuses mainly on the Northern Thailand region. There are many tools for citizen
journalists, including newspapers, community radio, social networks, etc. On the one
hand, media has served the aims of mass political groups and active citizens. On the
other hand, some new media cannot reach their goals. However, citizen journalists have
become part of the process of democracy development as they try using the mass media

at the lower level to strengthen negotiation and communication in democratic society.

Keyword : Citizen Journalists, Democracy, Northern Thailand
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