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Abstract

Economic integration through the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) establishes a new

level of supranational organization among ASEAN member states, thereby requiring them

to conform to certain requirements. As a mark of its willingness to liberalise, Thailand

secured membership to the AEC by taking on a package of trade obligations. This article

provides a discussion of how the economic integration through AEC may affect trade

relations in Thailand. In essence, it examines impacts and prospects of forming AEC on

Thailand’s socio-economic development.
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“ gA105u1ely Bing Bing Jia, ‘The Relations between Treaties and Custom’ (2010) 9 (1) Chinese Journal of

International Law, 81-109.

“ George K. Foster, ‘Recovering Protection and Security: The Treaty Standard’s Obscure Origins, Forgotten
Meaning, and Key Current Significance’ (2012) 45 Vanderbilt Journal of Transnational Law, 1095.
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Charter of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, art. 3, opened for signature 20 November 2007 (entered
into force 15 December 2008) (In Chapter I, titled “Legal Personality,” Article 3 states that ‘ASEAN, as an
inter-governmental organization, is hereby conferred legal personality’).

- 917 aeAn1snsilandalinalndsduliussnnssaudndesufuinungsyidevesiunssasanieldduiinanudilai
Wendunguazisnisseiutediniy (Understanding on Rules and Procedures Governing the Settlement of
Disputes: DSU) vi3aana1mnglsuiiangnssuniinans (EU Commission) Mntfingiaseunlnuaanndedveingmng
(compliance of law) ¥BIUTIAANITN.

“ Article 2 (1) states that ‘[I] n pursuit of the Purposes stated in Article 1, ASEAN and its Member States reaffirm

and adhere to the fundamental principles contained in the declarations, agreements, conventions, concords,
treaties and other instruments of [ASEAN]’.
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°* General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, opened for signature 30 October 1947, 55 UNTS 187 (entered into

force 1 January 1948).

> General Agreement on Trade in Services in Marrakesh Agreement Establishing the World Trade Organization,
opened for signature 15 April 1994, 1869 UNTS 183 (entered into force 1 January 1995) annex 1B.

o™ Zewei Zhong, ‘The ASEAN Comprehensive Investment Agreement: Realizing a Regional Community’ (2011)

6 (1) Asian Journal of Comparative Law, article 1.
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