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Abstract

Freedom of peaceful assembly and without weapons is a crucial liberty in democratic
states, as it is a means that people use for expressing their opinions or proposing their
requests to the state or its administration to acknowledge and solve their problems.
Therefore, such liberty is acknowledged and protected in both international and domestic
laws. However, it is universally acknowledged that such liberty is a relative liberty. Hence,
the state may enact laws to restrict such liberty. The Public Assembly Act B.E. 2558
has formed the rules and regulations regarding public assembly, hoping that public
assemblies are in order and peaceful. However, some provisions relating to determination
of offenses and criminal measures are disproportionate to the harm of the offenses and
not inconsistent to the provision of Article 77 of the Constitution of the Kingdom of
Thailand B.E. 2560. As a result, the freedom of assembly is significantly affected.
The author therefore conducts a comparative study of the laws related to public
assembly of other countries to use as a guideline for the amendments of the current

governing laws.

The study has found that the United States of America, the People’s Republic of
China, and the French Republic have imposed criminal measures on gatherings that may
cause serious consequences to individuals, society, and the states. Degrees of severity of

criminal measures vary to the harm of committed offenses.
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Therefore, it is important to amend the Public Assembly Act B.E. 2558 to be
appropriate, proportionate with the harm of offenses, in line with the politics and

governance, and the principle of Article 77 of the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand
B.E. 2560.

Keywords: Public assembly, Criminal measures, Freedom of assembly, laws on public
assembly
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Rendering Intent: Perceptual
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