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Abstract

This article explains the roles and problems of the media in anti-corruption both in
general and in Thailand and suggests guidelines for improving the performance of
Thai media. The problems and obstacles encountered include democracy and freedom
of expression, and policy and law issues, especially, in developing countries where
democracy is restricted are the first problem. This affects the freedom of the media and
the public to investigate corruption. The second problem is access to information.
Government agencies frequently do not disclose the information of the agencies that are
used to detect fraud and refused to give interviews to reporters. Media ownership as the
next obstacle also affects the role of media in investigating fraud. The third problem is
the professionalism and ethics of the media in the corruption news report that are not
yet standardized. As a result, news and media content cannot create impacts and
changes on target groups and society. The last obstacle is that most media are still
unable to produce investigative news effectively which is caused by a lack of funding
support, insufficient investigative news reporting skills, and the law and intimidation.
Therefore, this article provides guidelines for developing the performance of Thai media
and improving the aforementioned problems. Economic self-reliance is one of the
solutions. The media and the public sector should receive budgetary and administrative
support from various organizations including the government to be able to investigate
fraud and reduce the corruption of the media. The next guideline is to use social media

to report and expose corruption which gives more freedom and reduces costs. Moreover,

UNTIAN - LW 2566 151



unuwmving guassa uazwwmslunisldderiesiafunismaie

the public sector can play a role as citizen journalists and report news from anywhere.
In addition, journalists and the public sector should be trained to develop corruption
journalism skills to report news that makes an impact on society. This must have
cooperation from media professional organizations and the government to support
training and budget. As a final point, improving access to information processes must be
improved so that the media and the public sector can access information to investigate
corruption completely and accurately. The government must be the main supporter of
information disclosure to be consistent with the announced national strategy to combat

corruption.

Keywords: Corruption, media and corruption, anti-corruption, investigative news, freedom

of the press
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