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Abstract

In time of peace, military courts have power to consider and decide
criminal cases of soldiers. However, in time of war or national emergency, military
courts also have power to consider and decide criminal cases of civilians too.
Nevertheless, the procedures for consideration and decision of military courts are
more stringent and brief than procedures for consideration and decision of civilian
courts; such as right to counsel and right to appeal decisions of accused persons
in military courts are less than or nil comparing to those rights in civilian courts.

This research considers that civilians and soldiers are different. Civilians
should not be subject to stringent rules as soldiers. Therefore, the Act on the
Charter of Military Courts B.E. 2498 should be amended to take into account the
difference by according more rights to accused and defendant civilians in military
courts, such as right to counsel and right to appeal decisions, in the same manner
as provided in the laws of many developed countries, for instance United States

of America, Canada, and People Republic of China.

Keywords: rights of accused and defendant persons, civilians, soldiers, civilian

courts, military courts
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