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An application of right speech in the Multicultural society of
Ban Thamaenglak, Sakom Sub-District, Thapha district,
Songkhla province
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Abstract

The problems of living life in multicultural society of Ban Thamaenglak, Sakom
Sub-District, Thapha District, Songkhla province found that it is necessary to apply the
principle of right speech while living in society with varied languages for communication,
families, religions, societies and leaders. Multicultural society comprises of different

indigenous races, ethnics, ways of life, beliefs, religions and traditions.
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The principle of right speech appearing in Theravada Buddhist scriptures was
found that right speech basically refers to: non-lying, non-malicious, non-harsh, non-
frivolous but respect others. The issues of race and religion should not be abused in the
speech. What one needs to do is to communicate through the right speech in terms of right
time, right place, honest, moderate and beneficial.

Application of right speech in a multicultural society of Ban Thamaenglak, Sakom
Sub-District, Thapha District, Songkhla province could be done as the followings:

1. Application of right speech in living life at family level, it showed that the
language used for communication among family members should be truthful and accepting
the membership of the family. Despite the communication within the family is intimate, it
needs to be careful for misunderstanding of messages.

2. Application of right speech in living life in community level, it showed that the
language used for communication was within the principle of right speech by avoiding lying
and other malicious, frivolous and harsh speeches. While communicating, one should show
due respect for others by not committing sacrilege. The language used should be in
accordance with mutual sharing of tradition, culture, belief and religion.

3. In the application of right speech in the level of a society, it showed that the
language is used with mutual respect. It is also appropriate in accordance with gender, age,
status quo, time and place resulting in the good manner and thereby reducing many
problems in society. This also creates good attitudes with mutual understanding,
reconciliation and harmony.

4. Application of right speech in the administration of leaders, it showed that the
application of right speech in the living life at the level of leaders has communicated their
thought, feeling and experience to their audiences through appropriate words, tones and
body languages. In using verbal language as a medium of communication, right speech
benefits all the people. Applying the principle of right speech in all aspects whether in
governance, profession and even all forms of development, the speech used by the leaders
is crucial for the achievement as expected. Right speech will, thus, keep the people in good

spirit rather than taken over by emotions.

Keywords: Right Speech, Multicultural
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