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Abstract

The tradition of Boon Sarth Khmer in the tenth lunar month of the Thai
people of Khmer descent in Sisaket province has been inherited due to the following
influential traditions: ancestor worship; god worship of Brahmanism; belief on worship
according to Buddhist principles; the ancient beliefs on the mystic power; and other
sacred items in the community. Thai people of Khmer descent believe that when the
festival of Boon Sarth arrives, the gate of the underworld will be open and then the
hungry ghosts will travel to visit and ask their relatives to share their merit. Thai
people of Khmer descent therefore prepare food and dessert for welcoming those
hungry ghosts. In early morning of the 15" lunar day of the 10" tunar month, they
offer food and dessert to Buddhist monks in the temples for dedicating merit towards
the spirits of their ancestors. Such rite is called “merit making on minor Sarth day.” It
is also believed that the spirits of the ancestors are annually released from the

underworld for 15 days and then they have to return and receive their Karma.

Keyword: The Boon Sarth Khmer Tradition, Buddhist Teachings, Rites
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