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An analytical study of Buddha Dhamma found in Nang Pramothai

Isan-Shadow play : A case study in Sisaket province
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Abstract

The objectives of this research include: 1) to study the history and the essence of Nang
Pramothai Isan in Si Sa Ket province; 2) to study the principles of Buddha Dhamma appearing in
Nang Pramothai Isan in Si Sa Ket province; 3.to analyze the value of the Buddha Dhamma
appearing in Nang Pramothai Isan towards the community in Sisaket province. It is a qualitative
research by analyzing documents and data collected from opinions of 18 monks and laymen
experts through in-depth interviews. The study results are presented by descriptive analysis
method. The study results are as the followings:

1. The history of Nang Pramothai Isan in Sisaket province was influenced by a
Pramothai band of shadow play in Ubon Ratchathani province organized by Mr. Singh Jumroen, a
villager of Ban Phueng. He initiated the first shadow play band in 1961 named Sor Ruammit.
From past to present, there have been 4 famous and popular bands of shadow play
including Sor Ruammit, Sor Bantoengsilp, Pramothai band of Ban Nong Waeng School and
Chalermsilp band. For the essence of the Pramothai band in Sisaket province, it has been found
that the band focuses on the content to reflect right-wrong and good-evil actions conveyed
through the act of each character towards the audience.

2. The Nang Pramothai Isan in Si Sa Ket province presents 18 important Buddha
Dhamma principles that can be divided into 2 groups namely: life-related Buddha Dhamma
such as suffering, lust, karma, the worldly ethics: and morality-related Buddha Dhamma such

as Sila (precepts), Dana (charity), wisdom, gratitude, compassion, heedfulness, honesty,
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humility, unity, rationality, right association, Rajadhamma (virtues of a ruler), principles of six
directions of relationship, and solitude.

3. For the value of the Buddha Dhamma that appears in Nang Pramothai Isan, it is a
basic Dhamma principle which is considered as valuable teaching or treasure of knowledge at
personal, family and social levels. It has been shown through the acting wisdom of the
Pramothai band as another tool to help training morality and lay principles of living for
people in society to be based on virtue, conflict-free and creating power of peace towards

communities and society.

Keywords : Budda Dhamma, Nang Pramothai
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