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Abstract

The policy of sustainable village and community development by the King’s
Philosophy since 1961, Thailand has set a national economic and social development
plan as a guideline for developing the country. From the first to the seventh social
and economic development plan was due to the abundant natural resources and
cheap labor of the country to support the development and the expansion of the
production base that has led to a high rate of economic growth. However, such
growth, not only exchange with natural resources that has been deteriorated but also
face competitive investment technology and marketing from foreign countries.

At the same time, the limitations of the country on the potential
development of the people, management of natural resources and environment
restoration as well as strengthening capacity in science and technology base, it
directly affects the overall quality and performance of national development which is
crucial to reach the competitive capacity of the country. The problem that followed
was the conflict in society caused by the gaps of income and the exploitation of little
left natural resources. In addition, the development has been concentrated in urban
areas and industrial communities. The development has not been decentralized to
rural areas that belong to the majority. This has caused the migration of labor which is
the production factor of the community. This results the separation of people from
the community. It can be concluded that even though economic development has
achieved the desired result, it has led to undesirable society and the development

itself may not be sustainable.

Keywords: village and community development policy, sustainability, the King’s

Philosophy
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