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The honorific ranks and sangha administration in Thailand
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Abstracts

Honorific ranks were named in honor of the monks who made goodness that
benefits the country. In addition, the monks have the right path of practice, follow the
disciplines of the Buddha, maintaining goodness and being a good model of society.
The appointment of the monk indicates the duty and practice in the sangha group
that sometimes overlaps between the honorific ranks and the position in Sangha
administration. Honorific ranking is considered from the performance of the monk that
benefits the country and the monk himself is worshipped by a large number of
Buddhist disciples. The Sangha administration has positions to determine the role in
the line of command. However, the operation of each work may appoint the one with
honorific rank to operate. Honorific rank is, thus, considered to be a morale reward in
the operation of Sangha administration. In the period of NCPO Government (National
Council for Peace and Order), there are problems on Sangha administration that
honorific ranking is considered from potentials and performance of each monk. This
has caused currents of problems in Sangha organization in case of honorific ranking
between 2017 and 2018. The honorific appointment has not, therefore, been taking
place. However, the work of Sangha administration sill continues as usual. It is clear in
Sangha administration that the monk, with or without honorific ranking, can perform
the duties by focusing on the effectiveness and efficiency of Sangha administration as

the main principle.

Keywords : Honorific ranks, Sangha administration
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