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Abstract

This research titled “Influence of English Usage amid Cultural Change of Buriram
People” included the following objectives: 1) to study the influence of English usage
amid cultural change of Buriram people, 2) to analyze the English usage problems amid
cultural change of Buriram people, and 3) to propose the solutions of English usage
problems amid cultural change of Buriram people. It was a qualitative research through
document analysis, interviews and participatory observation. The target group of 30 key
Informants for interviews was selected through positive sampling. The research results
were found that there were 3 influences of using English language in the midst of
cultural change of Buriram people that had caused change and cultural resistance
including: 1) driving force in the workplace; 2) contacts among social groups; 3) natural
environment changes. Problems concerning the use of English in the midst of cultural
changes included: 1) lacking time, intention, patience, perseverance to regularly practice
in speaking English; 2) adhering to the habitudes and refusing to adjust to something that
never did; 3) being shy and afraid to pronounce the accent like westerners; 4) being
fearful in incorrect pronunciation; 5) not knowing vocabularies, though Thai people
learned English for more than ten years since they were in early childhood and they
could remember thousands of vocabularies, when there were foreigners speaking with,
they did not understand, when they translated the meaning of what the foreigners said,
they could translate only the direct meaning of the words; 6) knowing neither grammar

nor vocabularies that when the Thais spoke English, they focused too much on
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grammatical structure i.e. different from speaking Thai as they were used to; 7) The lack
of continuity in speaking made the Thais forget because they did not speak English in
their daily life.

Keywords: Using English Language; Cultural Change
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