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Abstract

This academic article aimed to study the Khmer loanwords in the Thai
language by studying the background and characteristics of Khmer loanwords
appearing in Thai language. It was found that Khmers have had a long relationship
with Thais through trades, wars, politics and culture. Khmers have had their
influences over Suvarnabhumi Land for hundreds of years. According that there has
been a contiguous territory, Khmer language has mixed with the Thai language
since ancient times. Khmer dialect is similar to the dialect of the people in
southern Isan and the eastern region of Thailand along the Thai-Cambodian border.
With the long history of the two countries, there have been similar cultures,
traditions, languages with Pali and Sansakrit loanwords or even ways of life of the
people. Khmer language characters are as follows: 1) Khmer language is
monosyllabic word. Most words have only 1 or 2 syllables using the Khmer script
with 33 consonants like Pali, namely, paragraph ka, paragraph cha, paragraph ta,
paragraph tha, paragraph pha, and odds and ends of the mentioned paragraphs; 2)
Khmer language itself has no tone but the influences of some loanwords made
Khmer language have tonal form (+); 3) Khmer language has 18 sunken vowels and
18 floating vowels that can be divided into 10 long single vowels, 2 mixed vowels,
10 long vowels, 9 short single vowels, 2 diphthongs, 3 short vowels; 4) Khmer
language has many cluster consonants including 2 cluster consonants with 85 units

and 3 cluster consonants with 3 units.
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