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Abstract

The objectives of this research were as follows: 1) to study the current role of the
Buddhist ecclesiastical official monks in helping the people in the COVID-19 pandemic; 2) to
analyze the state of role of the Buddhist ecclesiastical official monks in helping the people in
the COVID-19 pandemic; and 3) to propose a guideline in helping the people according to the
likely role of Buddhist ecclesiastical official monks in the COVID-19 pandemic in Muang District,
Rayong Province. It was a mixed methods research. In quantitative research, data were
collected from the sample group of 275 monks through questionnaire. In qualitative research,
data were collected through interviewing 20 key informants of monks and lay people. Data
were analyzed in frequency, percentage, mean and standard deviation. The findings of this
research were as follows. 1) The overall role of the Buddhist ecclesiastical official monks in
helping the people in the COVID — 19 pandemic in Muang District, Rayong Province was at a
high level with the mean of 4.01 and SD. = 0.83. 2) For the state of role of the Buddhist
ecclesiastical official monks in helping the people in the COVID - 19 pandemic in Muang District,
Rayong Province, the strength was the continuous cooperation with the government not only in
mitigation of the COVID-19 pandemic but also in other areas in needs; the weakness was the
low opportunity provided by the government agencies for the participation of the Buddhist
ecclesiastical official monks in various activities. This also included the shortage of well-
preparedness in preventing and handling the pandemic; the opportunity was the coordination
between the people and government agencies in helping the people affected by the
pandemic. 3) For the guideline in helping the people and the government agencies, the

Buddhist ecclesiastical official monks should: provide information and knowledge among the
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people; spray disinfectant in the temples; visit and provide spiritual support among the people
with the thought of “Monks will never leave laymen and laymen will never leave monks.”
Such implementation had taken place before the COVID -19 pandemic and it is still

continuously taking place.

Keywords: Role of the Buddhist Ecclesiastical Official Monks, Helping the People, COVID-19
Pandemic
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