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Abstract

This study titled “Factors for Building a Peaceful Community amid
Multiculturalism in the Southern Isan” included the following objectives: to study the
social context in a multicultural society; and to study the factors contributing the
creation of a peaceful community in a multicultural society. The sample groups in this
study included: 1) Wat Phoyoi Ban Yang community, Ban Yang Sub-district, Lam Plai Mat
District, Buriram Province; 2) Ban Or-Udomsin  community, Plai Sub-district,
Lamthamenchai District Nakhon Ratchasima Province; 3) Wat Sirichan Community,
Tenmee Sub-district, Mueang Surin District, Surin Province; and 4) Wat Sawang Arom
Community, Prasat Thanong Sub- district, Prasat District, Surin Province. It was a
qualitative research. The instruments used for data collection were self-created interview
forms. The results of the research were as follows. 1) The social contexts of the four
target communities included: being old communities adhering to ancient traditions and
cultures; having faith in the invisible sacred; worshipping the spirits of the ancestors; and
following the twelve-month traditions of the Isan region. In dressing, the dress had been
changing in the times. However, when the communities had cultural activities, the
people would dress according to the traditions. The spoken language was still well
preserved with the local dialect for communication. Community leaders were also strong
with knowledge and ability in leading the community in development. 2) Factors
contributing to the creation of a peaceful community in a multicultural society were as
follows. (1) Community leaders could mediate conflicts among all parties with faimess.
(2) Government agencies would settle the preliminary conflict by providing the rules of
the villages. (3) Activities creating a peaceful community included: visiting temples;

mutually participating housewarming ceremonies, funerals, and village development
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activities. (4) The factors contributing peace in the community were: wisdom or ancient

teachings; Dhamma principles and teachings of monks; and community leaders.

Keywords : A Peaceful Community, Multiculturalism, Southern Isan
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