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Abstract

Stories on Naga are partly related to Buddhism, for example, the story of
Phaya Mujalin Nakaraj in the history of Enlishtenment of the Buddha. It is the origin
of the creation of the Naga Buddha image etc. In Suthakasutra, the Naga was
mentioned in four births: (1) born in an egg called Antacha; (2) born in the womb
called Chalaphucha; (3) born in accumulation called Sangsetcha; and (4) born and
grown up immediately called Opatika in Hittasutra. Naga was divided by origin into
4 families including: (1) Virupakka family having golden skin; (2) Eraphaktha family
having green skin; (3) Chaphayaputta family having rainbow-colored skin; (4) Kanha
Kotama family having black skin. The Buddha showed causes and factors of a
person upon his death then was born as a Naga in all four families. All of them
were born by the power of merit, alms donation and the strong wish of the past
life to be reborn as a Naga. The role of Naga is to protect and support Buddhism.
The worshipping rituals of Naga is on the 15" of the 11™ lunar month in Phon

Phisai District. Nong Khai Province

Keyword: Role, Naga, Buddhism towards Thai Society
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