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Abstract

This research aimed to study the conceptual metaphors of love from Japanese songs. The
analysis was based on the conceptual metaphors of Lakoff and Johnson (1980) 's linguistic theory.
The hypotheses were 1) the comparative of “the conceptual of metaphor of love” to type of
“nature” would be found the most; 2) the conceptual metaphors of love reflected in Japanese
songs tended to reflect positive attitudes rather than the negative ones; and 3) the parts of speech
of metaphor found in the study were corresponding to their representations of simile’s meanings.
The data included 53 songs from the 2020 Billboard Japan chart, selected only Japanese songs
by Japanese composers. The conceptual metaphors of love found in this study involved 8
metaphors as follows: 1. Love is nature; 2. Love is journey; 3. Love is things; 4. Love is a show; 5.
Love is sickness; 6. Love is supernatural; 7. Love is food; and 8. Love is liquid. “Love is nature”
appeared to be the most frequent metaphors found in the Japanese songs, which highlighted the
harmony of Japanese’s way of life with nature. The conceptual metaphors of love also tended
to reflect positive attitudes rather than negative attitudes. Besides, the parts of speech of

metaphor were found to correspond to their representations of simile’s meanings.

Keywords: Conceptual metaphor, Love, Japanese song
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