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Abstract

Viral song refers to a rapidly popular track played through social media in one moment,
eventually becomes the most popular song. This article aims to examine the creative linguistic
strategies illustrated in viral songs, drawing on linguistics creativity concept. The data was
collected from 177 viral songs on TikTok application. The study found 9 creative linguistic
strategies used in the songs: sound modification, phonological play, word repetition, code-
switching between Thai and English languages, slang usage, coinage, intentional incongruity,
metaphorical language, and the adaptation of existed songs. These strategies create the
novelty, playfulness, and memorability to the songs which are playing a crucial role in their
widespread and success.

Keywords: viral song, linguistic creativity, TikTok
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