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Abstract

This article explores family matters between former spouses within the monastic
codes of the Theravada Vinaya. An analysis of the narratives in the Vinaya text and their
disciplinary rules provide insight into how the early Sangha managed the relationships of
former couples. The article draws on Shayne Clark's "household" framework to interpret the
Vinaya text. It proposes that these narratives function as cautionary tales to former spouses
sharing a monastic life to be wary of their relationship, citing the scandal of the Bhikkhus
Sudinna and Udayi.
Keyword: Family Matters in the Early Sangha, the Guidelines of the Early Sangha, Theravada
Vinaya
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