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Abstract

This article aims to study the concept of love in the long poem Maha Wessantara
Jataka, Matri Section, through the lens of the Four Brahmavihharas. The study employs content
analysis of the literary text published by the Fine Arts Department in 1971, focusing on the
events and dialogues of Prince Wessantara and Princess Matri to illustrate the transformation
of personal, worldly love (lokiya) into transcendental, spiritual love (lokuttara). The findings
reveal that Metta Prince Wessantara demonstrates transcendental loving-kindness toward all
beings by renouncing his children and possessions to cultivate the Bodhisattva perfections,
while simultaneously showing loving-kindness toward Princess Matri through words that ease
her suffering. Karuna Princess Matri expresses maternal compassion in response to the
separation from her child, and, upon understanding the situation, transforms her grief into
support for Wessantara’s cultivation of parami. Mudita Princess Matri rejoices in Wessantara’s
acts of generosity, transcending personal sorrow and celebrating the highest virtue and
goodness. Upekkha Both characters cultivate equanimity, recognizing the impermanence of
life and cherished attachments, thereby fostering inner peace and spiritual development. The
Four Brahmaviharas thus function as spiritual tools that transform worldly love and suffering
into transcendental love, reflecting the internal process of Prince Wessantara and Princess
Matri in the cultivation of supreme generosity

Keywords: Love, Brahmaviharas, Maha Vessantara Jataka Matri Chapter
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