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ABSTRACT

This research is of 3 objectives: 1) to study the way of life based on Buddhist principles
of Tai communities in Chiang Mai, 2) to study the process inheriting the Buddhist wisdom of Tai
communities in Chiang Mai, 3) to analyze the practical consequences of Tai communities in
Chiang Mai. It is a qualitative research. The research areas are focused in 3 communities namely:
1) Fa Wiang In (Kung Cho) Community, Wiang Haeng District, 2) Ban Lan Community, Fang District,
and 3) Ban Phra That Pu Chae Community, Mae Ai District. The target group is of 15 key
informants consisted of monks, local philosophers, communal representatives, Local leaders
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and the Masters of Ceremony. The researcher has firstly studied the document, then, in-depth
interviewed the target key informants. At last, researcher analyzed the received data by content
analysis. The followings are the research results: The findings are that:

1) On the Tai Communities' way of life, Tai here is referred to a group of people living in
the bordering areas. That places are far from the city society. They are not taken care of any
service or protection from the state as provided to the other groups of people. The Tai people
live their lives in a simple lifestyle. They live in the extended family related fundamentally with
generosity. 2) On the process inheriting the wisdom of Buddhism, The Tai communities live their
lives adhered to Buddhism. They are conscious about oneself and society, paying respect for
rules, norms, regulations, traditions and culture. They performed cultural inheritance activities,
traditions and Buddhist rituals according to festivals throughout the year occasionally. 3) On the
analysis of the practical consequences of Tai communities in Chiang Mai, it was found that the
Tai communities had trained themselves to develop their lives according to the Buddhist
principles namely, Morality, Concentration and Wisdom. They are the peaceful communities,
having been generous and shared minds. They attentively followed the traditions passed down

from their ancestors.

Keywords: Buddhist Wisdom, Way of Life, Tai Communities
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