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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were 1) to study the meaning and type of rice-bowls votive
offering by Lanna Thai people, 2) to study the traditions of rice-bowl votive offering by Lanna
Thai people and 3) to analyze Values of rice -bowls votive offering by Lanna Thai people. It was
qualitative research. The research instrument was interview with descriptive analysis.

The results of research were found that:

1) Rice-bowl votive offering entailed preparing food with curry, fruits, drinking water, flowers,
joss sticks and candles, cone flower, and dedication water. They were presented to monks for
dedication after being prepared in a beautiful tray. The types of rice-bowl votive offerings: 1)
offering to dedicate to departed relatives such as grandparents, parents, and relatives, 2) offering
on birthday anniversary for prosperity in life to bless life, 3) offering in dedication to divine beings
who provided protection to town, territory of land, and city, and 4) offering for personal
accumulation of merit and perfection.

2) Rice-bowl votive offering is a tradition of offering new rice after the end of the farming
season, it was believed that offering must be given to monks first to dedicate to ancestors
including divine beings, Earth and land gods and goddesses to express gratitude. The belief in
offering in Songkran tradition was to express love and care to benefactors who had nourished.
Because of faith in monks and novices who spent Buddhist lent practicing Buddhist principles,
rice-bowl votive offering was made at the beginning and end of Buddhist lent days. Buddhists
could also make merit by giving alms, listening to and practicing Dhamma. In the twelfth month
of Peng, a rice-bowl votive offering was made in the belief that it was the day of releasing
departed beings, ghosts.

3) The rice-bowl votive offering was discovered to have spiritual value. It fostered family
relationships and served as a good role model for children to recognize the social value of their
ancestors. It was culturally significant because it preserved traditions, customs. The merit-
making associated with the rice-bowl votive offering was typically distinct from that found in
other regions. Buddhism flourished in the lons..

Keywords: Tradition, Rice-bowl votive offering, Lanna Thai
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