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ABSTRACT
The objectives of this research were: 1) to study the concept of ghosts in Buddhist
scriptures 2) to study the Meng ghost dance ritual in Lanna 3) to analyze the Buddhist principles

that appear in the Meng ghost dance ritual in Lanna. It was a qualitative research, studying from
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primary and secondary sources and an in-depth interview was used with a group of 15 people
who provided important information.

The results of this research found that: The concept of ghost in Buddhist scriptures
means non-human beings, ghosts, Oppatikas, spirits, and demons, and when one dies, one's
karma be determines and follows. The story of ghosts has appeared many places in Buddhist
scriptures and used as a method of dissemination to apply it with the context of traditional
beliefs in that society. The Meng dance ritual in Lanna has been inherited from the ancestors
who have taught and passed on this ritual to the next generation based on religious beliefs in
superstitions. The Buddhist principles that appear in the Phi Meng dance ritual are gratitude,
unity and alms giving which also has a strong influence on religion, society, culture and economy,
forging people's ethnicity into unity. It is also the center of spiritual refuge along with
strengthening and maintaining the rules and traditions of society.

Keywords: Buddha dharma, Ghost dance rituals, Lanna
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