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ABSTRACT
This research article aimed to: 1) investigate the current challenges and fundamental

requirements in English language learning management, with emphasis on metacognitive
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processes for enhancing learning outcomes and essential characteristics for English language
acquisition among lower secondary school students and 2) analyse the preferences for English
reading content among these students. The study is the quantitative research. The study
employed a stratified sampling approach, comprising 303 lower secondary school students and
14 purposively selected English teachers from Huai Thap Than District, Si Sa Ket Province,
during the first semester of the 2023 academic year. Data were collected through
questionnaires designed to identify challenges and needs related to improving learning
outcomes and developing essential characteristics for English language learning. Analysis was
conducted using descriptive statistics (mean and standard deviation) and the Modified Priority
Needs Index (PNlnogiies) to establish a hierarchy of fundamental requirements.

The research found that:

1. According to teacher perspectives, challenges in English language instruction were
reported at a moderate level, while the necessity for addressing these challenges was perceived at
a high level. Conversely, students identified both challenges and needs at high levels.

2. Students demonstrated pronounced preferences for English reading content across
seven thematic areas, arranged in descending order of preference: travel, entertainment,

environmental issues, food, occupations, celebrities, and festivals

Keywords: 1. Problems and Needs in English Learning Management; 2. Students’ Learning
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