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ABSTRACT

This research article aimed to: 1) analyze the ontological beliefs and sociocultural
identity associated with organic rice cultivation within Thai cultural paradigms; 2) investigate the

Buddhist-integrated organic rice cultivation methodologies implemented by the Hug Nam Jang
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agricultural collective in Mae Tha District, Lampang Province; 3) formulate recommendations for
enhancing the sociocultural identity, ontological beliefs, and agroecological practices of
Buddhist-integrated organic rice cultivation among the Hug Nam Jang agricultural collective. This
qualitative inquiry employed triangulated methodolosgical approaches, including documentary
analysis, semi-structured in-depth interviews, and ethnographic field observations. The
purposively selected key informants comprised 19 participants.

The research found that:

Organic rice cultivation constitutes an integral component of Lanna cultural heritage,
deeply embedded within community epistemology. The Hug Nam Jang agricultural collective
acknowledges the multidimensional significance and inherent value of organic agricultural
systems, incorporating indigenous rituals, ceremonial practices, and cosmological beliefs
transmitted through intergenerational knowledge transfer. These practices manifest across
various sociocultural dimensions, fostering ecological harmonization. Rice, conceptualized as a
fundamental biocultural element essential for physiological sustenance and holistic well-being,
functions as a pivotal determinant in community prosperity and psychosocial equilibrium.

Within the sociocultural context, the cultivation and dissemination of organic rice
methodologies by the Hug Nam Jang agricultural collective adhere to principles of reciprocal
cooperation and communal solidarity. Employing indigenous knowledge systems and traditional
agroecological practices, the collective emphasizes reverence, transgenerational gratitude, and
conservation of critical agricultural resources, including arable land and hydrological systems.
These practices ensure sustainable utilization of natural resources, culminating in ecological
homeostasis and public health enhancement.

The Hug Nam Jang agricultural collective implements traditional epistemological
frameworks and indigenous knowledge transmitted through intergenerational pedagogical
processes, emphasizing natural biogeochemical cycles and organic material utilization. The
systematic organic rice cultivation methodology encompasses: (1) Agroecological site selection,
(2) Germplasm diversity selection, (3) Seed preparation protocols, (4) Pedological conditioning,
(5) Transplantation methodologies, and (6) Soil fertility management systems.

The promotion of sociocultural identity through traditional ceremonial practices enhances
biocultural values associated with rice cultivation. This includes ritualistic observances spanning the
entirety of the agricultural cycle, from cultivation initiation to harvest completion, aligned with
community cosmological beliefs regarding fertility and the spiritual significance of Mae Phosop (rice
deity) and Phaya Naga (serpentine deity). These cultural practices strengthen spiritual cohesion,
support Buddhist tradition preservation, and sustain beneficial cultural heritage.

This investigation emphasizes the significance of maintaining cultural integrity while
adapting traditional agricultural practices to contemporary socioeconomic contexts, ensuring the
continued relevance and positive socioecological impact of Buddhist-integrated organic rice
cultivation methodologies.

Keywords: 1. Buddhist Organic Rice; 2. Identity; 3. belief; 4. Organic rice cultivation
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