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ABSTRACT
This research article aimed to: 1) examine the preservation of socio-political identity among
the Phuthai ethnic group; 2) analyze the problems related to sustaining Phuthai socio-political

identity based on the Seven Principles of a Wise Person (Sappurisa-Dhamma 7); 3) construct a
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preservation model; and 4) present the proposed model. A mixed-methods research design was
employed. The sample comprised Phuthai commmunities across four provinces-Kalasin, Nakhon
Phanom, Sakon Nakhon, and Mukdahan-with a total of 1,148 participants. The research instruments
consisted of an interview form and a 55-item questionnaire, with discrimination indices ranging from
446 to .852 and a reliability coefficient of .984. Data were analyzed using descriptive and inferential
statistics.

The research found that:

1. The overall level of socio-political identity preservation among the Phuthai was high, both
in general and across specific dimensions. The highest-rated dimension was the maintenance of
community interaction, followed by cultural memory, while the lowest was the preservation of
community economic interests.

2. The overall level of problems related to sustaining socio-political identity based on the
Sappurisa-Dhamma 7 was also high, both in general and across dimensions. The highest-rated
dimension was understanding purpose, followed by understanding the community, while the lowest
was understanding oneself.

3. The proposed model for sustaining the socio-political identity of the Phuthai based on
the Sappurisa-Dhamma 7 consisted of: 1) Inputs-key components essential for preserving the socio-
political identity of the Phuthai; 2) Processes-integration of the Sappurisa-Dhamma 7 through
effective project and activity implementation; and 3) Outputs-the application of valuable cultural
heritage for social benefit and the strengthening of morale rooted in sustainable faith in the Phuthai
ethnic identity under the Sappurisa-Dhamma 7 principles.

4. The model evaluation indicated a high level of feasibility, applicability, validity, and
appropriateness, respectively. The integration of the Sappurisa-Dhamma 7 significantly enhanced the

sustainability of Phuthai socio-political identity.

Keywords: 1. Model; 2. Identity; 3. Socio-Political; 4. Phuthai Ethnic Group; 5. Sappurisa-Dhamma 7.
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