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Abstract

The book review of "Buddhism in Crisis: Think Ahead, Stay Informed" is a discourse
on Dhamma by Venerable Phra Payutto, with the objective of critiquing and presenting
the strengths and weaknesses of the Dhamma teachings compiled. Venerable Phra
Payutto aims to help readers understand various issues that pose crises to Buddhism,
such as (1) the true reasons behind the establishment of the Ministry of Buddhism, (2)
the importance of the Sangha Act, (3) the response letter to Dr. Bhichai Chulsuksant on
the topic of "Consciousness," and (4) reflections on the study of Thailand from the book
"Phra Mano." These problems arise from the freedom accorded by Buddhism, where
everyone has the right to practice or not to practice, believe or not believe, without
coercion, caution, or self-defense but allowing others the opportunity. This vulnerability
can become a serious weakness that endangers Buddhism, potentially leading to crises.
The critic finds the content to be structured and systematically divided into clear
sections, although the lack of clear numbering makes it less convenient to read. The
content itself holds great value for Buddhism, necessitating deep consideration and
timely awareness. While it is a book of Dhamma, it contains minimal Pali language but
provides explanations in a comprehensible manner. It includes relevant examples and
employs language that encourages critical thinking throughout the narrative. Although
the Dhamma content may involve complex legal and governance issues challenging for
beginners, it addresses various problems that directly impact Buddhism, ensuring the

religion remains closely aligned with Thailand in the long run.
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